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PREFACE

Reasoning has long been regarded as a defining capability of intelligent systems and a
central objective of artificial intelligence research. Classical approaches to reasoning,
grounded in formal logic and symbolic manipulation, provided early AI with power-
ful tools for drawing sound and interpretable conclusions from explicitly represented
knowledge. These systems established rigorous foundations for inference, and verifi-
cation, but they also revealed fundamental limitations when confronted with incom-
plete knowledge, linguistic ambiguity, and the scale and diversity of real-world data.

In parallel, the rise of neural networks and data-driven learning transformed AI
by enabling models to acquire knowledge implicitly from large volumes of unstruc-
tured data. While highly successful in perception, language understanding, and pattern
recognition, purely neural approaches historically struggled to provide explicit rea-
soning guarantees, transparency, and logical consistency. This long-standing difficulty
between symbolic rigor and neural flexibility has shaped decades of research, motivat-
ing repeated attempts to reconcile learning and reasoning within unified computational
frameworks.

Recent advances in large language models have renewed this discussion with un-
precedented urgency. LLMs exhibit striking emergent abilities to perform multi-step
reasoning, generate structured explanations, and interact with external tools. At the
same time, their limitations—such as hallucination, inconsistency, and the absence
of formal guarantees, highlight the continued relevance of symbolic methods and the
need for principled integration rather than wholesale replacement.

This chapter aims to provide readers with a structured perspective on how sym-
bolic reasoning has evolved from classical logic-based systems through neural approx-
imations and, more recently, into hybrid neurosymbolic architectures centered around
large language models. By situating contemporary methods within their historical and
conceptual context, the chapter seeks to clarify what has genuinely changed, what
foundational challenges persist, and why neurosymbolic AI has emerged as a com-
pelling direction for building reasoning systems that are not only powerful, but also
interpretable, reliable, and generalizable.

We hope this chapter serves both as an entry point for readers new to neurosym-
bolic reasoning and for researchers seeking to understand the broader landscape of
reasoning in modern AI systems.

Adrita Barua
Kansas State University, USA

21st January 2026
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8. Conclusion 25

Abstract
This chapter presents a comprehensive overview of contemporary approaches that inte-
grate neural networks and large language models (LLMs) with classical symbolic reason-
ing. We review the evolution of methods designed to embed logical inference within neural
architectures and explore recent advances in prompting strategies, hybrid reasoning frame-
works, retrieval-augmented learning, and reinforcement-based reasoning optimization meth-
ods. We discuss the symbolic foundations of logical reasoning and then analyze how neural
and LLM-based methods have progressively evolved to emulate, extend, and optimize sym-
bolic reasoning across diverse tasks. Finally, we explore emerging neurosymbolic paradigms
that unify neural and symbolic reasoning to achieve interpretable, scalable, and generaliz-
able intelligence. Our analysis underscores the growing importance of neurosymbolic AI as
a foundational direction for developing reliable and explainable reasoning systems.

Keywords: Symbolic Reasoning, LLMs, Neurosymbolic Reasoning

1. Introduction

Symbolic reasoning is the foundation of classical artificial intelligence (AI), con-
cerned with the representation and manipulation of explicit symbols and rules to de-
rive logical conclusions. In symbolic systems, knowledge is represented as well-
structured symbols, such as predicates, logical operators, or relations; and reasoning
is carried out through rule-based inference mechanisms, including deduction, induc-
tion, and abduction, to produce new conclusions from given premises [73, 89]. This
paradigm relies on the explicit representation of facts (e.g., Human(Socrates)) and
rules (e.g., ∀x(Human(x)→ Mortal(x))) that can be systematically combined to de-
rive new knowledge (e.g., Mortal(Socrates)). Symbolic reasoning thus emphasizes
interpretability, consistency, and guaranteed soundness, qualities that stem from its
reliance on formal logic and deterministic computation rather than statistical general-
ization.

Traditional symbolic reasoners, such as Prolog-based logic engines [17, 54], first-
order theorem provers [53], or ontology-based reasoners like Pellet [100] and Her-
miT [98], operate deterministically, guaranteeing soundness (no false conclusions)
and completeness (all true conclusions can be derived) under well-defined logical
frameworks [3]. While these systems excel at formal correctness and interpretabil-
ity, they rely on explicitly defined knowledge bases and rules, making them brittle in
open-ended environments where knowledge is incomplete, noisy, or linguistically ex-
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Reasoning in Large Language Models: RAG and Beyond 3

pressed. Their dependence on symbolic representations also makes them sensitive to
the “knowledge engineering bottleneck”: the difficulty of manually encoding human
knowledge in logic-based formalisms [4].

Between the dominance of classical logic-based systems and the recent emergence
of large language models, an important intermediate phase transformed how symbolic
reasoning was implemented in AI. During this period, neural architectures began to in-
ternalize symbolic structure through differentiable and embedding-based formulations.
Approaches such as TransE and DistMult [10, 128] demonstrated how entities and re-
lations could be encoded as vectors in continuous space, while differentiable-logic
frameworks like Logic Tensor Networks and Neural Theorem Provers [21, 88] refor-
mulated logical inference as gradient-based computation. Collectively, these methods
bridged the gap between symbolic reasoning and distributed representations, providing
a conceptual foundation for the reasoning behaviors that later emerged in transformer-
based language models.

In recent years, neural networks and large language models (LLMs) have gained
traction for performing symbolic reasoning tasks due to their impressive ability to
model associations, compositionality, and analogical patterns from large-scale data [120,
52, 44]. Unlike traditional reasoners that operate over hand-crafted symbols, neural
models learn latent representations of knowledge that encode implicit relationships
between entities and concepts. Through techniques such as chain-of-thought prompt-
ing [120], program-aided reasoning [27], and tool-augmented inference [93], LLMs
can generate step-by-step logical explanations, produce executable symbolic expres-
sions, or interface with external solvers to emulate reasoning behavior. Similarly,
retrieval-augmented or self-reflective architectures [36, 50] combine generative rea-
soning with grounding mechanisms to improve factual accuracy and interpretability.
These methods enable LLMs to perform structured reasoning in mathematical, logical,
and commonsense domains, and in some cases even outperform specialized symbolic
systems on certain benchmarks.

However, the reasoning abilities of LLMs remain contentious and limited [118].
Although they can simulate symbolic reasoning through the generation of linguistic
patterns, empirical studies show that their reasoning traces are often weak, incon-
sistent, or semantically shallow, more reflective of statistical association than formal
inference [9, 110]. They lack the soundness and verifiability of symbolic systems,
and are prone to hallucination, producing logically coherent but factually false or
unverifiable statements [6]. Moreover, the reliance of LLMs on textual reasoning
makes them sensitive to prompt formulation and incapable of guaranteeing logical
correctness without external verification [90, 63]. Consequently, while neural models
demonstrate emergent reasoning behavior, they do not yet exhibit genuine symbolic
reasoning in the classical sense.

To overcome these limitations, neurosymbolic approaches have emerged that in-
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tegrate the expressivity and generalization of neural models with the rigor and inter-
pretability of symbolic reasoning [8, 29, 28]. In such hybrid architectures, neural net-
works can learn latent features or embeddings from unstructured data, while symbolic
modules, such as logic-based reasoners, knowledge graphs, or differentiable logic lay-
ers, provide structure, constraints, and explainability. Recent works have demonstrated
that combining symbolic inductive bias with neural representations improves both data
efficiency and logical consistency in reasoning tasks [59]. This synthesis of learning
and reasoning represents a promising direction toward AI systems that can not only
generate plausible solutions but also justify and verify them according to formal prin-
ciples. The remainder of this chapter explores the evolution of such models, focusing
on how neural networks and large language models have been leveraged for symbolic
reasoning tasks, the spectrum of neurosymbolic integration methods, and the open
challenges that define the future of this rapidly evolving field.

2. Discussion Questions

1. What does it mean for a system to perform genuine symbolic reasoning, and where
should the boundary be drawn between formal logical inference and the neural
simulation of reasoning behavior? How do properties such as soundness, complete-
ness, and verifiability factor into this distinction when evaluating Large Language
Models?

2. To what extent can embedding-based and differentiable logic approaches be viewed
as true bridges between symbolic and neural reasoning, rather than as replacements
for symbolic systems? What forms of symbolic structure are preserved, approxi-
mated, or lost in these continuous representations?

3. While Large Language Models can generate fluent reasoning traces through tech-
niques such as chain-of-thought prompting and tool augmentation, how reliable
are these traces as indicators of underlying logical reasoning? What risks arise
from relying on linguistically plausible but unverifiable reasoning in high-stakes or
safety-critical domains?

4. How can neurosymbolic architectures mitigate core limitations of Large Language
Models, such as hallucination, inconsistency, and sensitivity to prompt formu-
lation, without reintroducing the knowledge engineering bottleneck of classical
symbolic systems? What design trade-offs emerge when integrating symbolic con-
straints with learned representations?

5. What evaluation criteria and benchmarks are necessary to assess progress in sym-
bolic and neurosymbolic reasoning beyond task accuracy alone? How should fu-
ture evaluations balance formal correctness, interpretability, robustness, and gen-
eralization in open-ended environments?
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3. Historical Foundations

Before exploring how neural and large language models emulate or integrate symbolic
reasoning, it is essential to understand the classical methods that shaped this field.
Symbolic reasoning emerged from the early days of artificial intelligence as a way to
represent and manipulate explicit knowledge through logic and rules [30, 5, 48, 115].
These systems reasoned over well-defined symbols—such as predicates, relations, and
operators—to derive new conclusions in a sound and interpretable manner [48, 115,
30].

In this section, we review the foundational paradigms that underpin modern rea-
soning research. We begin with rule-based and logic programming systems, which
operationalize logical inference through rule chaining and unification [83, 91]. We
then discuss automated theorem proving, which formalizes deduction through proof
search in first-order logic [65, 40], followed by ontology-based reasoning methods
that leverage structured knowledge representations for semantic inference [83, 64].
Together, these approaches form the conceptual and algorithmic basis from which
neurosymbolic and LLM-based reasoning frameworks have evolved.

3.1. Rule-Based and Logic Programming Systems
Early symbolic reasoning in artificial intelligence was primarily expressed through
production systems and rule-based expert systems, where reasoning was formalized as
a collection of conditional rules of the form “IF condition THEN action.” While
these systems demonstrated the feasibility of representing expert knowledge in a sym-
bolic form, they operated procedurally, lacking the formal semantics of logic and the
flexibility required for compositional inference. The emergence of logic programming
in the early 1970s represented a conceptual breakthrough—recasting symbolic reason-
ing as a declarative computational paradigm grounded in first-order logic. A central
theoretical milestone in this transition was the formulation of predicate logic as a pro-
gramming language, first articulated in [54]. The author proposed that implications of
the form:

B← A1, A2, ..., An

could be interpreted procedurally as “To prove B, prove each of A1, A2, . . . , An.”
This interpretation established a unifying perspective between logical deduction and
computation, a relationship often encapsulated in the principle that computational pro-
cesses can be viewed as controlled logical inference. Here, it was demonstrated that
proof procedures such as resolution could serve as the operational counterpart to log-
ical implication, with proofs corresponding to computations and goals representing
procedure calls. Also, the author further identified the Horn Clause, subset of predicate
logic as the computationally tractable core of this paradigm, enabling deterministic yet
declarative reasoning.
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These theoretical ideas culminated in the development of Prolog (Programmation
en Logique), the first practical logic programming language. Prolog operationalized
logical inference through linear resolution with unification and backtracking control,
providing an efficient and expressive mechanism for declarative computation [19]. It
demonstrated that first-order logic could serve simultaneously as a representation for-
malism and an executable specification language—capable of performing syntactic,
semantic, and inferential tasks in a unified framework. Prolog’s design embodied the
dual interpretation of logic as both knowledge and procedure: programs consist of
logical clauses defining relations among entities, while computation corresponds to
automated reasoning over these relations through goal satisfaction. This paradigm
provided a foundation for declarative AI systems that could explain their inferences in
symbolic terms, while also influencing subsequent developments in automated theo-
rem proving, knowledge representation, and neurosymbolic reasoning.

3.2. Automated Theorem Proving
Automated theorem proving (ATP) represents one of the earliest and most influential
branches of symbolic reasoning, concerned with the mechanical derivation of logi-
cal consequences from a set of formal premises. In contrast to logic programming,
which operationalizes reasoning as goal-directed computation, theorem proving seeks
general algorithms capable of verifying or discovering proofs within formal logical
systems. These approaches provided the first demonstration that deductive reasoning
could be fully automated under well-defined logical calculi [125].

The theoretical foundation of modern theorem proving lies in the Resolution prin-
ciple, introduced as a complete inference rule for first-order logic [87]. The resolution
method reduces the problem of entailment to one of unsatisfiability, systematically
resolving pairs of clauses until a contradiction is derived. This mechanism elegantly
unifies inference and proof search under a single rule, eliminating the need for multiple
inference schemata. Its reliance on unification—the computation of the most general
substitution that makes two logical atoms identical—became a cornerstone of later
reasoning systems and directly influenced the design of logic programming languages
such as Prolog [25].

Building upon this foundation, numerous systems extended and optimized the res-
olution calculus for large-scale automated deduction. Tools such as Vampire [85], E
Prover [96], and Prover9 [71] introduced sophisticated indexing, clause weighting,
and heuristic search mechanisms to improve proof efficiency. These systems enabled
reasoning over complex first-order theories and found extensive application in formal
verification, software correctness, [94, 20] and ontology consistency checking [97],
where logical soundness and completeness are essential. Through these developments,
theorem provers established a rigorous computational framework for reasoning within
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both first-order and higher-order logics [79, 102].

3.3. Ontology-Based and Description Logic Reasoning
Ontology-based reasoning extends symbolic inference to structured knowledge repre-
sentations, where concepts, entities, and relations are explicitly modeled within for-
mal ontological frameworks. Unlike logic programming or theorem proving, which
operate on general-purpose logical expressions, ontology reasoning emphasizes termi-
nological knowledge—the formal specification of classes, properties, and constraints
that describe a domain of discourse. This paradigm underlies the field of Description
Logics (DLs), a family of knowledge representation formalisms designed to balance
logical expressivity with computational tractability [3].

In Description Logic, knowledge is divided into two components: the TBox, which
encodes conceptual hierarchies and axioms about classes (e.g., “every mammal is an
animal”), and the ABox, which contains assertions about individual instances (e.g.,
“Dolphin is a mammal”). Reasoning in this framework involves tasks such as sub-
sumption checking (determining whether one class is a subclass of another), consis-
tency testing (verifying the logical coherence of an ontology), and instance classifica-
tion (inferring the most specific concept that an individual belongs to). These reason-
ing services form the basis of ontology management in systems such as the Semantic
Web and are essential for ensuring logical soundness and interoperability across het-
erogeneous knowledge sources.

To support automated reasoning over ontologies, specialized engines known as De-
scription Logic (DL) reasoners were developed. Among the most prominent are Pel-
let [100], HermiT [98], and FaCT++ [108], each implementing distinct algorithms for
DL inference. Pellet was one of the first practical OWL-DL reasoners, supporting full
reasoning over Web Ontology Language (OWL) constructs and providing capabilities
such as consistency checking and query answering through SPARQL-DL interfaces.
HermiT introduced a highly efficient hypertableau algorithm, enabling scalable rea-
soning over large and expressive ontologies. These systems demonstrated that sound
and complete reasoning could be achieved over ontologies encoded in OWL, a W3C
standard grounded in Description Logic semantics.

4. Symbolic Reasoning in Modern Neural Architectures

As neural networks matured, researchers began exploring methods to enable these
models to perform symbolic reasoning without explicit logic engines or rule-based
systems. This phase, preceding the era of large language models, focused on demon-
strating that neural architectures could internally learn and approximate symbolic struc-
tures—capturing relations such as hierarchy, transitivity, and entailment through learned
representations.



i
i

“output” — 2026/1/23 — 3:06 — page 8 — #18 i
i

i
i

i
i

8 Neuro-Symbolic AI: Integrating Neural Networks and Symbolic Reasoning

This section reviews key developments from this pre-LLM stage, covering three
main directions:
1. Embedding-based methods, which encode symbolic entities and relations as ge-

ometric patterns in vector space;
2. Differentiable-logic approaches, which express logical inference as continuous,

trainable operations within neural systems.

4.1. Embedding-Based Symbolic Approximation
A major advance in symbolic reasoning within neural architectures is the development
of neural embeddings—vector-space representations of symbols, relations, and logical
axioms. These embeddings allow neural networks to approximate symbolic semantics
while operating on continuous data.

4.1.1. Knowledge Graph and Relational Embeddings
Knowledge-graph embeddings such as TransE [10], DistMult [128], ComplEx [107],
and RotatE [103] treat each triple ⟨head h, relation r, tail t⟩ as a constraint in latent
space.
• TransE models relations as translations: h + r ≈ t. Training minimizes the distance

between translated heads and true tails while maximizing it for corrupted triples,
encouraging geometric regularities that correspond to relational patterns such as
symmetry or hierarchy. Although simple and scalable, TransE struggles with one-
to-many or many-to-one relations because a single translation vector cannot repre-
sent multiple valid tails.

• DistMult tried to address this issue by introducing bilinear scoring functions f(h,r,t)
= h⊤diag(r), where diag(r) is a diagonal matrix of relation parameters. This for-
mulation allows interactions between each dimension of h and t weighted by r, but
it is inherently symmetric (f(h,r,t)=f(t,r,h)), making it capturing only symmetric
relations and not the asymmetric relations such as parent-of.

• ComplEx overcomes the limitation of models like DistMult that can only repre-
sent symmetric relations, by extending the bilinear formulation into the complex
domain. In this approach, entity and relation embeddings are complex-valued vec-
tors, h, r, t ∈ Ck, rather than real-valued ones. The scoring function for a triple ⟨h, r,
t⟩ is defined as f (h, r, t) = Re(⟨h ⊙ r ⊙ t⟩) where ⊙ is the Hadamard (element-wise)
product, and Re() extracts the real part.

• RotatE represents relations as rotations in complex space, improving modeling of
inversion and composition.
These embeddings implicitly encode symbolic regularities—transitivity, reflexiv-

ity, and type hierarchies—through geometry, enabling reasoning tasks like link pre-
diction and rule discovery. RDF2Vec [86] adapts this paradigm to RDF/OWL graphs
by performing random walks over triples and training a skip-gram (Word2Vec-style)
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model on the resulting sequences. The learned embeddings capture semantic proxim-
ity based on graph co-occurrence, thereby translating structured ontologies into distri-
butional representations that neural networks can process.

4.1.2. Ontology- and Logic-Aware Embeddings
While graph-based embeddings capture relational proximity, they do not explicitly
preserve the formal semantics of symbolic logic. Ontology- and logic-aware embed-
dings address this limitation by incorporating axioms, constraints, and reasoning rules
from formal knowledge representation languages—such as OWL 2 or Description
Logics. Each approach seeks to translate the rules of logic into geometry, allowing
neural architectures to approximate symbolic reasoning through differentiable opera-
tions.
• Order Embeddings [138] provide one of the simplest ways to represent hierarchical

or taxonomic relations—for example, that cat is a kind of animal. The key idea
is to encode these “is-a” relations directly in vector space using coordinate-wise
inequalities. Each concept is represented as a vector x ∈ Rn, and the model enforces
that if concept x is more specific (a subclass) than concept y, then every coordinate
of its vector is smaller or equal: x ⊑ y is modeled by x ⊑ y ⇐⇒ xi ≤ yi, ∀i. In
simple terms, a subclass vector lies below its superclass in every dimension of the
space. If any coordinate of x exceeds the corresponding coordinate of y, it violates
the hierarchy. The model penalizes such violations using the loss

L(x, y) = ∥max(0, x − y)∥2

which becomes zero when all coordinates respect the order.
• Box Embeddings [111] extend the idea of hierarchy by representing each concept

not as a single point, but as a region — specifically, a box — in a multi-dimensional
space. Instead of assigning one vector to a class, the model defines it by two vec-
tors: a lower corner lc and an upper corner uc . These define an n-dimensional
box:

BC = {x | lC ≤ x ≤ uC}

In this setup, logical inclusion (e.g., dog ⊑ animal ) simply means that one box is
completely contained inside another:

A ⊑ B ⇐⇒ BA ⊆ BB

If two concepts overlap (for instance, pet and mammal), their boxes intersect;
if they are unrelated, their boxes are far apart. During training, the model adjusts
the corners of these boxes so that containment holds for true relations and fails for
false ones. Thus, Box Embeddings naturally combine logical hierarchy with un-
certainty, giving neural models an intuitive way to reason about inclusion, overlap,
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and disjointness in a differentiable space.
• EL Box Embeddings [55] extend the basic box-embedding idea to represent formal

logical axioms from the Description Logic EL — the logical foundation of OWL
2 EL ontologies. The goal is to make geometric regions in vector space behave
like logical concepts and relations, so that reasoning follows the same patterns as
in symbolic logic. Each concept (or class) is modeled as a box, just like in standard
Box Embeddings. In addition, relations (or roles) are represented as translation
vectors that can move one box to another, allowing the model to express existential
restrictions and other logical constructs. Logical axioms in EL are then reinter-
preted as geometric containment rules:

C ⊑ D⇒ BC ⊆ BD (subsumption)

C ⊓ D ⊑ E ⇒ BC ∩ BD ⊆ BE (conjunction)

∃R.C ⊑ D⇒ BC + rR ⊆ BD (existential restriction)

Here Bx denotes the box for concept x, and rR is the translation vector for rela-
tion R. During training, the model minimizes small violations of these geometric
constraints, effectively learning a continuous space where the ontology’s logical
rules hold approximately true. In this way, EL Box Embeddings provide a bridge
between symbolic description logic and neural representation learning—allowing
logical reasoning to be expressed entirely through smooth, differentiable opera-
tions.

• OWL2Vec [38] and its enhanced version OWL2Vec* [13] integrate lexical, struc-
tural, and logical contexts of ontologies into corpus-based embeddings, providing
a bridge between symbolic graphs and neural text models. The process begins by
linearizing the ontology: axioms, classes, relations, and labels are converted into
sequences of tokens, much like sentences. Then, random walks are performed over
the ontology graph—tracing paths such as

Animal
hasPart
−−−−−→ Leg

isPartOf
−−−−−→ Body.

Each of these walks becomes a “sentence,” and a skip-gram model (like Word2Vec)
is trained to predict nearby tokens within a context window. The objective is to
maximize the likelihood of observing context words c given a target word w:

max
θ

∑
(w,c)∈D

log P(c|w; θ)

where P(c|w) is computed using vector similarity between the embeddings of w
and c. Essentially, the model learns that entities or concepts frequently appear-
ing in similar logical or structural neighborhoods should have similar embeddings.
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OWL2Vec* further enriches this process by adding lexical information—such as
class labels, synonyms, and textual descriptions—so that linguistic and logical cues
jointly shape the embeddings. The result is a representation space where proximity
reflects semantic relatedness rather than strict logical entailment.
Together, these models illustrate a continuum: from distributional embeddings that

capture semantic co-occurrence, to geometric and logic-preserving embeddings that
encode formal relationships. The former excel at scalability and generalization, while
the latter achieve higher logical fidelity at the cost of computational complexity.

4.2. Differentiable Logic and Neural Reasoners
Building upon embedding-based representations, a complementary line of research ex-
plores how logical inference itself can be formulated as a differentiable process within
neural architectures. Although some of these differentiable-logic frameworks were
proposed slightly earlier than ontology-embedding models, we present them here to
maintain a conceptual progression—from neural representations of symbolic knowl-
edge to neural mechanisms that perform reasoning itself. Instead of merely encod-
ing symbolic relationships, these approaches define logical operators—such as con-
junction, implication, and unification—as continuous functions that can be optimized
through gradient descent. This allows neural networks to perform approximate rea-
soning while remaining fully differentiable and end-to-end trainable.

Representative models—including Logic Tensor Networks [21], Neural Theorem
Provers [88], Neural Logic Programming [129], and DeepProbLog [70] illustrate dif-
ferent strategies for embedding formal reasoning principles into neural computation.
• Logic Tensor Networks(LTN) introduced one of the first differentiable formulations

of first-order logic. Each logical predicate is represented by a neural function that
outputs a soft truth value in the range [0,1]. Formulas are then composed using
smooth approximations of logical connectives, for example:

AND : a ∧ b ≈ a · b

OR : a ∨ b ≈ a + b − a · b

NOT : ¬a ≈ 1 − a

Training maximizes the overall satisfaction of known axioms, effectively turning
logical consistency into a learning objective. LTNs thus allow background knowl-
edge and logical constraints to guide representation learning, unifying logic and
neural optimization. Their limitation lies mainly in scalability, since evaluating
large sets of grounded formulas can be computationally expensive.

• Neural Theorem Provers(NTP) reinterpret the process of symbolic theorem proving
in continuous space. In classical logic, unification checks whether two symbols
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can be made identical by substitution; NTP replaces this discrete operation with a
differentiable similarity function:

unify(x, y) = exp
(
−∥x − y∥2

)
where x and y are the embeddings of symbols x and y. Proofs are built recursively
as soft inference trees, and each proof path receives a confidence score based on
the product of its unification strengths. Training encourages embeddings that max-
imize the scores of valid proofs, effectively learning to make true statements geo-
metrically consistent. NTP thereby converts logical deduction into a differentiable
pattern-matching process—retaining the structure of theorem proving while en-
abling gradient-based learning. However, the recursive expansion of proof trees
can become computationally intensive, motivating more scalable successors such
as Neural LP.

• Neural Logic Programming (Neural LP) extends differentiable reasoning to large
knowledge bases by expressing multi-hop inference as matrix operations. Each
relation R is represented by an adjacency matrix MR; multi-step reasoning chains
are realized through matrix multiplication: MR2 MR1vA, where vA is a one-hot vec-
tor representing entity A. By learning attention weights over relation sequences,
Neural LP can infer rules such as

ancestor(x, z)← parent(x, y) ∧ parent(y, z)

The model learns both the structure and the confidence of such rules in a fully
differentiable way, combining the interpretability of logic programs with the flexi-
bility of neural learning. Compared with NTP, it scales more efficiently while still
producing explicit, human-readable rules.

• DeepProbLog extends probabilistic logic programming by allowing neural net-
works to provide probabilities for certain facts or predicates. It builds on ProbLog,
a system where each logical fact has an associated probability and inference is per-
formed over all possible worlds. DeepProbLog adds neural modules so that some
of these probabilities are learned from data rather than fixed manually. For exam-
ple, a neural classifier might estimate p = fθ(image) that an image contains a cat,
while symbolic rules reason about ownership:

ancestor(x, z)← parent(x, y) ∧ parent(y, z)

The neural output p serves as the probabilistic weight of the predicate isCat(y)
within the logic program. During training, both the neural parameters θ and the
probabilistic rule weights are optimized together to increase the likelihood of cor-
rect conclusions. This creates a single differentiable pipeline in which neural per-
ception feeds into symbolic reasoning, and reasoning feedback can refine the neu-
ral models. This design unites low-level perception and high-level reasoning in a
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single differentiable framework, enabling probabilistic inference over neural pre-
dictions. DeepProbLog exemplifies how neural and symbolic components can co-
operate seamlessly to perform reasoning grounded in real-world sensory data.
Differentiable-logic models mark a pivotal stage in the evolution of neural reason-

ing. While LTNs express logic as continuous truth values, NTP and Neural LP trans-
late deductive inference into differentiable search or matrix computation, and Deep-
ProbLog extends the paradigm to probabilistic and perceptual domains. Together,
these systems show that the algebra of logic can be embedded directly within the cal-
culus of gradients—providing the conceptual and methodological foundations upon
which large language models later build their emergent reasoning capabilities.

5. Large Language Models and Symbolic Reasoning Capabilities

Large Language Models (LLMs) have shown remarkable reasoning capabilities with
the emergence of advanced reasoning models like OpenAI o3 1 and DeepSeek-R1 [32]
in performing tasks that traditionally required symbolic reasoning. While symbolic
reasoning conventionally depends on explicit representations of facts and rules, LLMs
rely on vast linguistic corpora to learn latent representations that implicitly encode re-
lations, regularities, and compositional patterns. Consequently, the study of symbolic
reasoning in LLMs has evolved from early prompting-based simulations of reasoning
to more sophisticated grounding and fine tuning of these models, retrieval and agent-
based reasoning frameworks, and the emerging reinforcement learning architectures.
This section reviews these methods, emphasizing their methodology, applications, ad-
vantages, and limitations.

5.1. Prompt-Based and Chain-of-Thought Reasoning
Early efforts to elicit symbolic reasoning behavior from LLMs centered on the use of
prompt engineering—the design of carefully structured natural language inputs that
guide models to produce stepwise, logically coherent responses. The introduction of
the Chain-of-Thought (CoT) prompting framework by Wei et al. [121] demonstrated
that encouraging models to “think aloud” by generating intermediate reasoning steps
could significantly improve accuracy in arithmetic and logic-based reasoning tasks.
This approach was later refined through methods such as Self-Consistency [116] and
Least-to-Most Prompting [139], which enhance reliability by sampling multiple rea-
soning paths or decomposing complex problems into smaller sub-problems. To further
improve LLM reasoning capabilities Tree-of-Thoughts (ToT) is introduced. ToT allows
LLMs to make deliberate decisions by considering multiple different reasoning paths
and self-evaluating choices to decide the next course of action, as well as looking

1https://openai.com/index/o3-o4-mini-system-card/

https://openai.com/index/o3-o4-mini-system-card/
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ahead or backtracking when necessary to make global choices [132].
Prompt-based techniques are effective for tasks such as symbolic arithmetic, log-

ical deduction, and commonsense reasoning benchmarks (e.g., GSM8K [18], and
LogiQA [66]). Their major advantage lies in their ability to leverage pretrained LLMs
without finetuning, which makes it scalable and generalizable to many use cases. How-
ever, these methods remain limited by their dependence on natural language formula-
tions, making reasoning fragile to prompt variations, and often fail to maintain logical
consistency or soundness, since generated reasoning traces are not verified against
formal symbolic rules [109, 11].

5.2. Program-Aided and Tool-Augmented Reasoning
To overcome the constraints of purely linguistic reasoning, subsequent research intro-
duced methods that combine LLMs with external tools capable of performing formal
or arithmetic computations. The Program-Aided Language Models (PAL) framework
by [27] exemplifies this trend: the model generates Python code representing logical
or mathematical reasoning steps, which is then executed by an interpreter to obtain
the final answer. Similarly, the Toolformer model [93] trained LLMs to autonomously
decide when and how to call external APIs such as calculators or knowledge bases,
effectively bridging neural text generation with symbolic computation.

These models have been successfully applied in symbolic reasoning domains such
as theorem proving, equation solving, and knowledge graph querying [27, 93, 136].
Their integration of external tools enhances factual correctness and numerical preci-
sion. However, the reliance on external execution environments and the absence of
internal symbolic representations mean that reasoning remains procedural rather than
conceptual—LLMs act as controllers rather than genuine symbolic reasoners.

5.3. Retrieval-Augmented and Knowledge-Guided Reasoning
A more recent direction integrates LLMs with external knowledge sources or struc-
tured memory to support symbolically grounded reasoning. Retrieval-Augmented
Generation (RAG) frameworks [56] enhance reasoning accuracy by fetching relevant
symbolic or factual information from a database or knowledge graph, which is then
incorporated into the model’s generative reasoning chain. In the symbolic reasoning
context, such systems have been used to assist rule induction, ontology-based reason-
ing, and logical inference [58]. Variants of RAG, such as Self-RAG [2], Fusion-in-
Decoder (FiD) [45], and GraphRAG [34], further extend retrieval-augmented reason-
ing by improving evidence integration, multi-hop reasoning, and symbolic grounding
through knowledge-graph–based retrieval.

These architectures achieve improved factual grounding, interpretability, and gen-
eralization to multi-hop reasoning tasks. Nevertheless, they still rely on the proba-



i
i

“output” — 2026/1/23 — 3:06 — page 15 — #25 i
i

i
i

i
i

Reasoning in Large Language Models: RAG and Beyond 15

bilistic text generation capabilities of LLMs to perform inference, which can lead to
semantic inconsistencies, hallucinated premises, or incorrect logical deductions if re-
trieval results are misinterpreted [12].

5.4. Reflection, Planning, and Meta-Reasoning Frameworks
The most advanced approaches toward symbolic reasoning with LLMs introduce el-
ements of meta-cognition and self-evaluation. Frameworks such as ReAct [133] and
Reflexion [99] allow LLMs to interleave reasoning and action: generating hypothe-
ses, testing them using external tools, and revising their conclusions based on feed-
back. Self-improvement frameworks such as Self-Taught Reasoner [134] and Self-
Refine [69] extend this concept by enabling LLMs to iteratively assess and refine their
own reasoning chains.

These techniques represent a convergence between neural reasoning and symbolic
control, where models not only produce logical sequences but also evaluate, back-
track, and optimize reasoning paths. Their advantages include robustness, adaptability
to complex reasoning domains, the ability to reflect on their mistakes, and provide
guidance to improve problem solving [84].

However, even advanced self-reflective architectures struggle to guarantee logical
validity and verifiable soundness, and often fail to scale to reasoning tasks that require
quantification, recursion, or higher-order logic - because their internal reflection mech-
anisms can suffer ’performance collapse’, losing consistency when reasoning paths
grow long or complex [101].

5.5. Instruction Fine-Tuning and Alignment for Symbolic
Reasoning

Instruction Fine-Tuning (IFT) has played a pivotal role in enhancing the reasoning
and symbolic understanding capabilities of LLMs. Building upon the success of su-
pervised instruction models such as FLAN [119] and T0 [92], IFT exposes models
to large-scale collections of task-oriented examples framed as natural language in-
structions. By learning to follow instructions phrased in diverse linguistic forms, the
models generalize to unseen symbolic reasoning tasks without task-specific training.
This training paradigm was later expanded through Super-NaturalInstructions [117]
and Alpaca [105], which curate large instruction datasets that implicitly encode logi-
cal, arithmetic, and compositional reasoning.

IFT-based models have demonstrated strong performance on structured reason-
ing benchmarks such as GSM8K and MATH [18, 37], as well as logical reasoning
benchmarks [112]. Their primary advantage lies in scalability and versatility. IFT
enables LLMs to generalize reasoning behavior across symbolic domains without ex-
plicit rule encoding. Moreover, IFT can be combined with reasoning traces (e.g.,
Chain-of-Thought or stepwise rationales) to produce interpretable symbolic reasoning
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chains [134].
Despite these strengths, IFT-based reasoning remains inherently data-driven and

limited by the coverage and quality of the instruction data. Since IFT optimizes for
linguistic compliance rather than logical soundness, models may produce fluent but
logically inconsistent explanations or fail to generalize beyond seen symbolic struc-
tures [109]. Furthermore, reliance on human-curated instruction datasets introduces
annotation biases and restricts symbolic expressivity to natural language formulations.
Consequently, while IFT enhances reasoning fluency and versatility, it alone cannot
guarantee formally valid symbolic reasoning.

5.6. Agent-Based Models for Autonomous Reasoning
Recent research has explored agentic frameworks that conceptualize LLMs as au-
tonomous reasoning agents capable of interacting with tools, environments, and other
agents to accomplish symbolic reasoning tasks. In these systems, the LLM is decom-
posed into modular roles—such as planner, reasoner, and executor—that coordinate
iteratively through explicit communication protocols or memory updates [126]. This
paradigm is exemplified by frameworks such as AutoGPT 2, MetaGPT, and Voyager,
which allow LLMs to perform long-horizon reasoning and goal-directed planning us-
ing autonomous, multi-agent architectures [39, 113]. Symbolic reasoning arises nat-
urally in these systems as agents must construct, manipulate, and evaluate structured
representations of goals, plans, and world states. To further enhance existing multi-
agent reasoning approaches, Interactive Learning for LLM Reasoning (ILR) intro-
duces an interaction-based paradigm where agents engage in structured discussions to
collaboratively refine their reasoning before producing individual final answers [61].
This framework aims to improve reasoning quality through inter-agent dialogue, en-
abling models to independently resolve similar questions in future tasks.

Agent-based reasoning architectures have found applications in multi-step decision-
making, automated theorem proving, robotic task planning, and scientific discov-
ery [67, 114]. Their advantages include modularity, interpretability, and the ability
to perform recursive reasoning across temporal contexts. Through multi-agent col-
laboration or reflection, such systems can collectively refine symbolic hypotheses or
correct logical inconsistencies [22]. Additionally, their alignment with classical sym-
bolic AI paradigms (e.g., planning and rule-based inference) makes them a natural
interface between LLM-based reasoning and traditional symbolic frameworks.

Nevertheless, current agent-based systems face significant challenges in scalabil-
ity, coordination, and reliability. Reasoning quality often degrades over long rea-
soning horizons due to accumulated errors or inconsistent message passing between

2https://github.com/Significant-Gravitas/AutoGPT

https://github.com/Significant-Gravitas/AutoGPT
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agents [57]. Moreover, most agentic frameworks lack grounding in formal logic, rely-
ing instead on emergent coordination behaviors that remain fragile and non-deterministic [35].
Despite these limitations, agent-based reasoning represents a promising direction for
integrating symbolic structure, procedural control, and interactive reasoning within
large language models, moving closer to the vision of autonomous neurosymbolic in-
telligence.

5.7. Reinforcement Learning–Based Methods for Reasoning
Reinforcement learning (RL) has opened new paradigms in optimizing large language
models (LLMs) to advance symbolic reasoning by training models to prefer logi-
cally valid reasoning trajectories through feedback and reward signals. Reinforcement
Learning from Human Feedback (RLHF) [16, 75] laid the groundwork for aligning
large language models with human-preferred reasoning quality through large-scale
optimization. Reinforcement learning enables models to learn through trial and error,
guided by reward signals rather than explicit labeled data. The model takes actions
based on its current state and receives feedback in the form of rewards or penalties.
Over time, this feedback allows the model to adjust its parameters and discover strate-
gies that maximize cumulative rewards. Building on this foundation, recent advance-
ments such as OpenAI’s o1 model [46] have demonstrated the power of reinforcement
learning to enhance structured and coherent reasoning. These developments have in-
spired a new generation of reinforcement learning–based approaches aimed at improv-
ing Chain-of-Thought (CoT) reasoning, and mitigating issues like formulaic outputs
and limited depth in multi-step inference. A notable leap forward is represented by
DeepSeek-R1 [32], which introduces a novel reinforcement learning framework for
logical reasoning. Its variant, DeepSeek-R1-Zero, is trained entirely through rein-
forcement learning without Instruction Fine-Tuning (IFT), achieves strong reasoning
performance but faces challenges in readability and linguistic coherence [63]. To ad-
dress this, DeepSeek-R1 incorporates a minimal amount of long-form CoT IFT data
as a “cold start,” striking a balance between reasoning quality and linguistic fluency.
Through iterative self-improvement and reasoning-driven data synthesis, DeepSeek-
R1 effectively overcomes the limitations of human annotation, reducing mechanis-
tic and repetitive reasoning patterns. This paradigm marks a significant shift toward
RL–optimized reasoning, showcasing how RL can refine and extend the symbolic
reasoning capabilities of LLMs beyond traditional supervised fine-tuning. The re-
cent advancement in RL-based reasoning enhances multi-step inference, generaliza-
tion across domains, and long-context reasoning capabilities.

A recent survey on Reinforced Reasoning with Large Language Models [127] pro-
vides a comprehensive overview of this emerging direction, outlining the three-stage
RL process (data generation→ reward modeling→ optimization) for reasoning opti-
mization:
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(1) generating reasoning trajectories or problem–solution pairs through self-play or
supervised demonstrations;
(2) designing reward models that evaluate reasoning quality based on correctness, pro-
cess validity, and interpretability; and
(3) optimizing the policy via reinforcement objectives such as the PPO [95] method
from RLHF or Direct Preference Optimization (DPO) [82] to reinforce high-quality
reasoning patterns.

It also discusses the advancement of multi-step reasoning with the Outcome Re-
ward Model (ORM) and Process Reward Model (PRM). ORM is primarily applied
to complex reasoning tasks—such as mathematical problem solving—where LLMs
must perform multi-step reasoning, like Chain-of-Thought, to ultimately reach an ac-
curate solution. In these tasks, the reward feedback is typically only available after all
reasoning steps are completed and the final solution is obtained. In contrast, PRM em-
phasizes the evaluation of intermediate steps rather than focusing solely on end-state
outcomes. The reward in PRM is distributed across each reasoning step, rather than
being concentrated at the final outcome. By providing nuanced feedback throughout
the reasoning trajectory, PRM enables models to optimize their behavior with greater
alignment to human preferences and complex task requirements. This approach is
crucial for tasks that involve sequential decision-making, where intermediate steps or
decisions significantly contribute to achieving the final goal.

More specialized methods apply symbolic reasoning rewards: for instance, [60]
propose RL systems that are rewarded for consistency, logical validity, or execution
correctness.

Reinforcement learning has thus emerged as a powerful alternative framework for
training models to master reasoning processes, as it can mitigate the limitations asso-
ciated with the high reliance on expensive, high-quality labeled datasets and the high
computational costs of supervised fine-tuning. However, while RL-based reasoning
improves coherence and alignment with correct symbolic outputs, it remains compute-
intensive and heavily dependent on carefully engineered reward functions. Suboptimal
rewards can reinforce shallow heuristics rather than genuine logical reasoning.

In summary, while the progression from prompt-based reasoning to tool-augmented,
retrieval-based, and reflective reasoning architectures demonstrates substantial advance-
ment in symbolic reasoning capabilities, current LLMs still operate primarily as prob-
abilistic pattern generators that mimic reasoning behavior without genuine logical
understanding or formal consistency. These limitations have motivated hybrid neu-
rosymbolic approaches that explicitly integrate symbolic knowledge representations
or logical constraints into neural architectures, which we discuss in the following sec-
tion.
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6. Neurosymbolic Reasoning with Large Language Models

Neurosymbolic approaches seek to combine the statistical generalization and linguis-
tic fluency of modern large language models (LLMs) with the explicit, verifiable, and
compositional reasoning afforded by symbolic methods. The motivating observation
is straightforward: while LLMs can generate plausible multi-step explanations, their
outputs are often fragile with respect to logical validity, verifiability, and long-chain
compositionality. Conversely, symbolic systems (logic solvers, planners, constraint
engines, knowledge graphs) provide algorithmic guarantees and exact inference, but
do not naturally handle noisy, ambiguous, or language-rich inputs. Neurosymbolic
approaches therefore pursue a spectrum of integration strategies, ranging from us-
ing symbolic systems to generate training data for LLMs, to pipelines where LLMs
translate natural language into symbolic forms that are then solved, to tightly coupled
end-to-end hybrids that embed symbolic modules into neural architectures or training
objectives. Below, we review these directions, describe representative methods, dis-
cuss how they mitigate LLM reasoning failure modes, and summarize their application
contexts.

6.1. LLMSymbolic : Symbolic-Trace guided LLM reasoning
A growing class of neurosymbolic methods uses symbolic systems to generate rea-
soning data that can be distilled into LLMs through fine-tuning. In this paradigm,
symbolic methods such as formal solvers or theorem provers first produce high-quality
symbolic reasoning traces, which are then converted into natural language or program-
matic reasoning trajectories to train the LLM. Such approaches have been adopted in
domains like geometry theorem proving and algorithmic reasoning, where formal de-
duction engines or logical planners generate logically consistent solution paths in sys-
tems such as AlphaGeometry [106] and Planformer [76]. The resulting traces act as
high-quality supervision signals, allowing LLMs to internalize structured reasoning.
Recent methods such as LoGiPT [24] uses a solver-generated reasoning processes by
learning to strictly adhere to solver syntax and grammar. Stream of Search (SoS) [26]
follow a similar approach by using search-derived reasoning trajectories with search
algorithms, such as DFS, BFS, MCTS, etc, and fine-tune LLMs to enable the model to
learn to search and backtrack in the reasoning procedure. These methods aim to inter-
nalize the abilities of symbolic solvers in LLMs by constructing data sets to fine-tune
the model, thus enhancing the LLM’s reasoning abilities. It mitigates the scaling prob-
lem of formal logical solvers, while substantially improving the reasoning robustness
of LLMs.
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6.2. SymbolicLLM : LLM aided Symbolic Reasoning
Another line of work operates in the direction, where the LLM acts as a front-end that
translates natural language problems into symbolic representations, which are then
subsequently solved or verified by external reasoning systems. In this framework, the
model generates intermediate symbolic outputs, such as logical formulas, programs,
or queries that can be executed or checked for correctness.

Program-aided methods like PAL [27], and Program of Thoughts (PoT) [14] prompt
the LLM to express the reasoning process as executable code (e.g., Python or SQL)
and the computation is relegated to an external program executor, thereby separat-
ing reasoning from computation. Related methods have been successfully applied to
mathematical reasoning, code generation, robotics, etc.

Other methods such as LogicLM [77] and LINC [74] emphasize translation of
natural language problems into formal logics or expressions and then leverage logic
solvers to generate results. By delegating exact reasoning steps to formal solvers,
these systems effectively reduce hallucinations and logical errors. However, their per-
formance depends heavily on accurate autoformalization, the ability of the LLM to
produce semantically correct symbolic expressions.

Both the symbolic solver or program-aided methods rely on external execution
environments and the absence of internal symbolic representations mean that reason-
ing remains procedural rather than conceptual—LLMs act as controllers rather than
genuine symbolic reasoners. Unlike these models, which translate natural language
problems into formalized representations and directly invoke symbolic solvers or pro-
gram executors to derive solutions, tool-augmented reasoning approaches leverage a
broader range of external functionalities through structured interactions. These meth-
ods are inherently more complex, as they typically involve multiple stages of rea-
soning, including task planning, tool selection, tool invocation, and response genera-
tion [130]. For instance, Toolformer [93] demonstrated how LLMs can be fine-tuned
to autonomously decide when and how to call external APIs such as calculators, trans-
lation systems, etc., thereby augmenting their reasoning capacity without explicit su-
pervision. Similarly, VisProg [33] employs LLMs to generate Python-like modular
programs that coordinate a variety of tools, including image processing subroutines
(e.g., OpenCV), and pretrained vision models to perform complex visual reasoning
tasks based on natural language instructions. These ideas have inspired a growing
family of tool-using LLM frameworks, such as ViperGPT [104], Chameleon [68], and
VisualSketchpad [42], all of which extend the compositional reasoning capability of
LLMs across modalities. In addition, ToolLLM [81] and Gorilla [78] enhance model
robustness and adaptability in real-world tool use by enabling open-ended API ground-
ing and dynamic retrieval of tool documentation. Binder [15] extends tool-augmented
reasoning by binding LLMs within symbolic programming environments. The model
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generates executable programs in languages such as Python or SQL to interface with
structured APIs and symbolic tools. Each API call is then prompted to the LLM to
generate its corresponding output, and finally, the entire program is executed to pro-
duce the overall answer. For mathematical and multimodal reasoning, systems such
as Tora [31] and MM-ReAct [131] demonstrate that combining LLMs with external
computational tools (e.g., symbolic solvers, code executors, calculators, and vision ex-
perts) not only improves accuracy but also yields more interpretable reasoning chains.

6.3. LLM↔ Symbolic : End-to-End & Hybrid Integration
Moving beyond loosely coupled neurosymbolic pipelines, recent research has ex-
plored tighter integration between symbolic reasoning and large language models
(LLMs). In current reasoning architectures, reasoning trajectories are typically ex-
pressed either in natural language or as latent embeddings within neural networks.
However, these representations are inherently approximate and may accumulate se-
mantic drift as the reasoning chain grows longer. Such deviations often result in log-
ical inconsistencies or reasoning failures, particularly in tasks requiring multi-step or
deductive reasoning. To mitigate these issues, several approaches have introduced for-
mally symbolic representations for intermediate reasoning states. Symbolic reasoning
structures enable more explicit and semantically precise formulations of intermediate
steps, avoiding the ambiguity of natural language and the opaqueness of latent repre-
sentations. This sequence of intermediate symbolic representations guide the model
toward the final answer. For example, Chain-of-Symbol Prompting [41] constrains
LLMs to operate over compact symbolic alphabets rather than free-form text, reduc-
ing linguistic noise and enhancing consistency in spatial reasoning tasks. Similarly,
NaturalProgram [62] proposes a natural language–based deductive reasoning format
that enables reasoning chains to be both verifiable and interpretable in natural lan-
guage. Further advancing this line, LogicGuide [80] provides an explicit logical rea-
soning layer that interacts with LLMs through guided formal inference. By embedding
symbolic logic within the reasoning loop, it ensures that each reasoning step remains
logically sound and traceable, thereby improving factual consistency and reliability.
Other works, such as [122], use programmatic representations (e.g., Python code) as
symbolic scaffolds for intermediate reasoning—serving not as executable code, but
as structured prompts that constrain the model’s reasoning trajectory toward the final
solution. By introducing symbolic representations into the reasoning chains of LLMs,
these methods reduce the representation errors that often arise in natural language rep-
resentations during the reasoning processes.

Beyond static symbolic formulations, emerging methods explore differentiable sym-
bolic reasoning, which enables end-to-end optimization by relaxing discrete symbolic
operations into continuous differentiable approximations. This paradigm bridges the
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gap between neural computation and logical inference, allowing symbolic modules to
be optimized jointly with the language model. For instance, DiLA [137] integrates
an LLM with a differentiable logic solver that parses natural language into formal
logical expressions. The LLM proposes initial solutions that are iteratively refined
through constraint checking within a differentiable logic layer, ensuring both logical
satisfiability and semantic coherence. Similarly, OREO-LM [43] consists of a Knowl-
edge Interaction Layer that can be flexibly plugged into existing Transformer-based
LMs to interact with a differentiable Knowledge Graph Reasoning module. It en-
ables symbolic reasoning to influence the internal representations of the LLM during
both training and inference. In the visual reasoning domain, NS-VQA [1] pioneered a
framework that separates visual representation learning from the inference mechanism
and introduced a differentiable first-order logic formalism to enable compositional rea-
soning for visual question answering. More recent works, such as [124], integrate
Compiled Neural Networks (CoNNs) into standard transformer architectures, embed-
ding symbolic rules directly within attention mechanisms to enhance efficiency, and
interpretability for symbolic operations.

Recent studies also highlight optimized probabilistic reasoning enhancements in
end-to-end neurosymbolic systems. For instance, TRACE [123] introduces a tractable
probabilistic reasoning approach for controllable text generation, which distills a Hid-
den Markov Model (HMM) from a base LM and combines it with simple, efficiently
trained classifiers to tractably compute the Expected Attribute Probability (EAP), which
guides generation towards desired attributes. Ctrl-G [135] offers an adaptable frame-
work that combines any production-ready LLM with a Hidden Markov Model, en-
abling LLM outputs to adhere to logical constraints represented as deterministic finite
automata.

Collectively, these efforts represent a paradigm shift toward end-to-end neurosym-
bolic architectures, where formal symbolic reasoning and neural representations co-
evolve within a unified system. By encoding intermediate reasoning states symbol-
ically, integrating differentiable logical modules, and optimizing probabilistic infer-
ence, these hybrids achieve a more principled balance between the interpretability
of symbolic reasoning and the expressive power of neural computation, though this
comes at the cost of higher architectural complexity and optimization challenges.

6.3.1. Symbolic Feedback based Methods
Another line of end-to-end neurosymbolic integration involves symbolic feedback-
based reasoning systems, which provide a powerful framework for integrating logi-
cal validation as regularization terms within large language model (LLM) reasoning.
Building upon this foundation, a growing body of research explores the intersection
of neurosymbolic reasoning with reinforcement learning (RL) and agentic architec-
tures. In agentic systems, LLMs are trained to decompose complex problems into
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subproblems, invoke symbolic modules (such as verifiers or solvers), and iteratively
refine their reasoning based on structured feedback signals. Reinforcement learning
facilitates this iterative refinement by rewarding reasoning trajectories that align with
symbolic correctness. Recent models such as DeepSeek-R1 [32] and OpenAI’s o1
model [46] demonstrate how reinforcement-driven reasoning optimization can yield
consistent improvements in factuality and logical accuracy. The integration of sym-
bolic feedback directly into the reward model [127] represents a particularly promis-
ing direction, allowing symbolic verifiers to influence the training objective without
requiring differentiable symbolic components. A number of recent neurosymbolic
systems further exemplify this trend. [23] employs a small frozen language model
equipped with an adapter that translates natural language problems into formal sym-
bolic expressions. The adapted model is then trained using reinforcement learning,
guided by feedback from a non-differentiable symbolic solver, ensuring correctness
at the formal reasoning level. [72] introduces Rule Based Rewards (RBR) that pe-
nalize reasoning violations and enhance model safety, while RLSF [49] integrates
feedback from external symbolic or domain-specific tools, such as theorem provers
or knowledge bases, to guide reasoning optimization. LLM-Modulo [51] applies sym-
bolic consistency checks to planning problems, and CoTran [47] introduces symbolic
feedback loops for code generation tasks. These systems share the principle of using
symbolic verification or structured evaluation as a source of external reward, offering a
form of neurosymbolic reinforcement that aligns model behavior with logical correct-
ness and interpretable reasoning. Another hybrid neurosymbolic approach leverages
symbolic feedback through iterative loops [7], where a symbolic reasoner verifies the
LLM-generated outputs and provides feedback to the LLM via prompts to refine its re-
sponses. While these methods do not alter the internal reasoning weights of the model,
they help the LLM produce more accurate answers and maintain logical consistency.

The main advantage of symbolic feedback-based approaches lies in their ability to
provide reliable and interpretable guidance without requiring differentiable symbolic
components. By incorporating symbolic verifiers or solvers into the feedback loop,
these methods bridge the gap between continuous neural optimization and discrete
logical reasoning. However, their effectiveness often comes at the cost of computa-
tional complexity, as symbolic validation and feedback evaluation can be resource-
intensive. Despite this, symbolic feedback-driven reinforcement remains one of the
most promising directions for improving the reasoning fidelity and interpretability of
LLMs, particularly in domains requiring structured, logically sound decision-making.

7. Open Challenges and Future Directions

Despite the significant progress in neurosymbolic reasoning with large language mod-
els (LLMs), several open challenges remain before such systems can achieve robust,
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generalizable, and interpretable reasoning. This section outlines key limitations and
future research directions for advancing the integration of symbolic reasoning and
neural language models.

7.1. Advanced Hybrid Architectures and Optimization
While LLMs have demonstrated remarkable inductive reasoning abilities, they remain
fundamentally statistical learners rather than formal logical reasoners. The design of
advanced hybrid architectures that tightly couple symbolic inference with neural rep-
resentations remains an open frontier [41, 137, 124]. A promising direction involves
constructing architectures where symbolic reasoning modules and neural layers can be
jointly optimized—either through differentiable approximations of logical constraints
or via reinforcement learning with symbolic feedback [32, 46]. However, training
such systems at scale poses significant computational and optimization challenges,
especially in ensuring stability and convergence across symbolic and neural compo-
nents. Future work should focus on scalable learning frameworks, efficient symbolic-
verification loops, and adaptive reasoning strategies that enable dynamic switching
between neural intuition and symbolic precision.

7.2. Theoretical Foundations and Interpretability
A deeper theoretical understanding of how symbolic reasoning improves the gener-
alization and reliability of LLMs is still lacking. Current progress has largely been
empirical, with limited formal analysis of how symbolic constraints shape neural rep-
resentations or influence reasoning trajectories. Open questions remain regarding the
nature of symbolic regularization in large-scale optimization, the emergence of struc-
tured representations during training, and the interplay between symbolic supervision
and LLM scaling laws. Establishing mathematical and cognitive models for neu-
rosymbolic reasoning could provide crucial insights into the design of interpretable
and controllable reasoning systems. Furthermore, understanding reasoning shortcuts,
where models arrive at correct answers without genuine inference, remains essential
for evaluating true reasoning capabilities rather than surface-level performance.

7.3. Multi-Modal and Embodied Reasoning
Most existing neurosymbolic approaches focus primarily on textual reasoning tasks,
leaving multi-modal reasoning relatively underexplored. However, real-world reason-
ing often involves integrating information from multiple modalities, such as vision,
language, spatial context, and sensory feedback, to perform grounded and embodied
reasoning [131, 42]. Developing systems that combine symbolic logic with multi-
modal LLMs is a key challenge, as these models must align symbolic abstractions
(e.g., spatial relations or visual predicates) with perceptual data. Future research could



i
i

“output” — 2026/1/23 — 3:06 — page 25 — #35 i
i

i
i

i
i

Reasoning in Large Language Models: RAG and Beyond 25

explore symbolic pipelines that emulate human-like reasoning, where abstract reason-
ing interacts dynamically with perception and action.

7.4. Data, Benchmarking, and Evaluation Metrics
Progress in neurosymbolic reasoning is also constrained by the lack of standardized
datasets and evaluation benchmarks. Current reasoning benchmarks often focus on
linguistic correctness or numerical accuracy, but overlook structural or logical valid-
ity. Creating large-scale, diverse datasets annotated with symbolic reasoning traces,
verifiable logical steps, or formal proofs could significantly enhance supervised and
reinforcement learning of reasoning processes [28]. The categorization of neurosym-
bolic approaches remains an active topic of discussion, while their respective theoret-
ical foundations are not yet well defined. In addition, developing evaluation metrics
that capture interpretability, logical soundness, and reasoning faithfulness would allow
a more rigorous assessment of the symbolic reasoning capabilities of LLMs.

7.5. Toward Generalizable and Adaptive Symbolic Reasoning
Ultimately, the long-term goal is to develop neurosymbolic systems capable of adap-
tive, generalizable reasoning that transfers across domains. This requires learning
symbolic abstractions dynamically, rather than relying on fixed ontologies or hand-
crafted logic templates, and grounding them in data-driven contexts. Future direc-
tions include exploring meta-reasoning frameworks that allow LLMs to autonomously
induce, verify, and revise symbolic rules, as well as incorporating continual learn-
ing strategies to maintain reasoning consistency across evolving knowledge domains.
Achieving this synthesis would mark a major step toward interpretable, scalable, and
human-aligned artificial intelligence.

8. Conclusion

This chapter provided a concise overview of symbolic reasoning and its modern evolu-
tion through neurosymbolic approaches that integrate symbolic knowledge with neu-
ral and large language models. This integration represents a pivotal step toward de-
veloping AI systems that are both interpretable and capable of complex reasoning.
This chapter has reviewed key advances in this direction, including methods that em-
bed symbolic rules within neural architectures, LLMs trained on structured reason-
ing traces, and hybrid frameworks that combine symbolic inference with data-driven
learning. These approaches collectively illustrate the growing synergy between neural
and symbolic paradigms, where neural components provide flexibility and scalability,
while symbolic systems contribute precision, compositionality, and explainability.

Despite remarkable progress, several challenges persist. Theoretical understand-
ing of how symbolic reasoning enhances neural generalization remains limited, and
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systematic frameworks for evaluating reasoning quality are still evolving. Moreover,
the scalability of hybrid architectures and their applicability across modalities and do-
mains require further exploration. Addressing these challenges will not only advance
the field of neurosymbolic AI but also bring us closer to realizing general, trustworthy,
and human-aligned reasoning systems.

The convergence of symbolic and neural methods suggests a promising research
frontier, one that moves beyond the dichotomy between logic and learning toward a
unified paradigm of intelligence. As the field progresses, developing principled, adapt-
able, and transparent reasoning mechanisms will be central to shaping the next gener-
ation of AI systems capable of both understanding and reasoning about the world.
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